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Mouse over Library Services and access 
information about interlibrary loans, circulation 
policies, and off-campus access to electronic 
databases. 
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Reach a reference librarian through 
instant message!  The library’s screen 
name for AIM, Yahoo!, MSN, and 
Google Talk is askpacific.  Or, click 
on the link and ask a question through 
the meebo widget! 

 
 
 

http://library.pacific.edu/
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Databases Frequently Used by Dental Hygiene Students 

 
** These databases are accessible both on- and off- campus. ** 

 
Multidisciplinary Databases 
 
     *  Academic Search Complete (EBSCO), a full-text multidisciplinary database, offers many health-
related articles.  
     *  HighWire provides access to over 4 million full text articles from 1,168 journals. Topic areas 
include developmental biology, genetics, physiology, plant biology and population biology.  
     *  ScienceDirect offers access to over 2,500 scientific, technical & medical peer-reviewed journals 
with many full-text articles.  
     *  SCOPUS provides abstracting, indexing, and full-text access to quality scientific, medical, technical 
and social science journals.  Special features include citation tracking and author and affiliation searching. 
     *  SpringerLink offers access to electronic journals, reference books, and materials from many 
different subject areas.  Science, medicine, and technology resources are highly represented. 
     *  Wiley InterScience includes Blackwell Synergy content and features 3 million articles, 1,400 
journals, and 6,000 online books and reference works.  This database also offers citations and abstracts for 
materials in the Cochrane Library, an evidence-based medicine database. 
 
Health/Medical Information 
 
     *  Alt-HealthWatch (EBSCO) is a full-text database of materials focused on complementary, 
alternative and integrated approaches to health care. 
     *  CINAHL® Plus with Full Text (EBSCO) is a comprehensive source of full text for nursing & 
allied health journals. 
     *  Health Source: Consumer Edition (EBSCO) offers consumer information on the medical 
sciences, food sciences and nutrition, childcare, sports medicine and general health.  
     *  Health Source: Nursing/Academic Edition (EBSCO) offers scholarly full-text journals about 
many medical disciplines.  
     *  PubMed is the search engine for the MEDLINE database.  MEDLINE is the National Library of 
Medicine’s premier bibliographic database covering the fields of medicine, nursing, dentistry, veterinary 
medicine, the health care system, and the preclinical sciences.  MEDLINE contains bibliographic citations 
and author abstracts from more than 4,800 biomedical journals published in the United States and 70 
other countries. The database contains over 12 million citations dating back to the mid 1960s.   
 
Evidence-Based Medicine Database 
 
     *  DARE, the Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects, is a database created and maintained by the 
Centre for Reviews and Dissemination.  DARE identifies and assesses systematic reviews across the 
world.  
     *  Wiley InterScience offers abstracts and citations to materials in the Cochrane Library, an evidence-
based medicine database.  The Cochrane Library does not currently provide full-text access to reviews or 
articles. 
 
Reference  
     *  STAT!Ref is an electronic collection of some of the top medical handbooks, from AHFS Drug 
Information to Harrison’s Principles of Internal Medicine.  All books are fully searchable by keyword. 
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Differentiating between Scholarly, Professional, and Popular Materials 
 
 
When doing college level research, it is important to find and use quality sources.  “Scholarly,” 
“refereed,” and “peer reviewed” refer to materials that are written by experts in the field.  When an article 
is submitted for publication, experts in the field will examine it to ensure that the research methods are 
sound and of high quality.  During that critical evaluation, revisions may be required of the author.  
Acceptance for publication implies that the article has met scholarly requirements.  The peer-review and 
evaluation system is utilized to protect, maintain, and raise the quality of published scholarly material.  
  
 

Criteria "Scholarly", "Research", "Refereed" or 
"Peer-reviewed" journals

"Professional" or "Trade" 
journals 

Popular 
magazines

Audience Researchers, scholars, and experts Practitioners - e.g., teachers General public 

Authors Researchers, scholars, and experts - usually 
college or university faculty 

Staff writers and experts; 
sometimes have contributions 

from practitioners 
Staff writers 

Bibliographies 
included? Always Sometimes Almost never 

Content Research studies 
Trends, teaching tips and 

methods, suggested 
techniques or resources 

General interest 
news and features

Language Jargon that assumes expertise in  
the field covered by the journal 

Jargon that assumes expertise 
in the field covered by the 

journal 

Language for the 
general public 

Publisher University presses, professional  
or scholarly organizations 

Usually professional 
organizations; occasionally 

commercial publishers 

Commercial 
publishers 

"Refereed" or 
"peer-

reviewed"? 

Yes. Articles submitted as manuscripts to 
journals are subject to review by other 

scholars or professionals in the field covered 
by the journal before they are accepted for 
publication. This process is called "peer 

review". A "peer-reviewed" journal may also 
be called a "refereed" journal. 

No. Submissions are 
reviewed by editorial boards. 

No, since 
magazines typically 

employ staff 
writers. 

 (Adapted from the web page of Karen Jaggers  - http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~jaggers/Peer%20Reviewed.htm) 

http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/%7Ejaggers/Peer%20Reviewed.htm


Performing a “good” literature search 
 

It is nearly impossible to completely research a topic. Even if given unlimited amounts of time and access 
to every available database, there is still the likelihood that somewhere a relevant article was missed. The 
goal, then is to do an efficient search for information given the time and resources available with the 
expectation that one will find a significant number of relevant articles. 
 
1.  Analyze the question. 
 
What type of information is needed?  Define the major concepts.  Example: What are the effects of adding 
fluoride to drinking water?  Each concept should be a part of the search query. 
 
2.  Select the appropriate database. 
 
Depending on your familiarity with the topic, a general multi-disciplinary database (e.g., Academic 
Search Complete) can be a good place to start.  After a general understanding is reached, it can be useful 
to consult a scientific (e.g., SCOPUS), medical (e.g., PubMed), or Dental Hygiene-specific database (e.g., 
CINAHL).   
 
3.  Construct the search statement. 
 
Identify synonyms.  Connect synonyms with the Boolean operator OR to broaden the search.   
 
Use Boolean logic (AND, OR, NOT) to create a search statement.  Use appropriate limiters, like date or 
population.  Most databases allow searches to be limited to certain years, age group, or gender. 
 
Use wildcards, if possible (e.g., * or ?).  Wildcards can be used to search for roots of words.  For example, 
effect* searches for effect, effects, effective, and effectual.  This helps to broaden a search. 
 
Example: What are the effects of adding fluoride to drinking water? 
 

“Drinking water” 

Effect*  Risk* 

Fluorid*  
Major concepts: Effects, Fluoride, Drinking Water 
Synonyms – Effects OR Risks 
 
AND - all elements must be present in the result.  

AND searches reduce the number of matches 
 
OR  -  at least one of the elements must be present in the result.  

OR searches expand the number of matches. 
 
NOT - the element must not be present in the result  

(this operator is used infrequently).  
NOT searches reduce the number of matches. 

 
* - fluorid*, gives us fluoride, fluorides, fluoridation, while effect* and risk* give us results with the 
words effect, effects, effective, effectual, risk, risks, and risky. 
 
“Drinking water” – the quotation marks force these two words to be searched together as a phrase in the 
article.  Drinking water must appear together in the article. 
 
Be careful of mixing the order and/or type of operators.  Boolean operators are similar to arithmetic 
operators.  For example, 4+3x5 ≠ 5x4+3.  Use parentheses to indicate the order of operation. 
 
Example – Fluorid* AND “drinking water” AND (effect* OR risk*) 
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Conducting this search in the CINAHL database  
 

 

Major concepts or 
search terms 
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Boolean 
operators 

Use the limiters in CINAHL to restrict your search to a specific gender, age group, or demographic. 
 

 

Gender 
Demographic 

 

Age 

 
Conducting this search in numerous EBSCO databases 
 
On page 2 of this guide, databases that are particularly useful to Dental Hygiene students have been listed.  
Those databases that have EBSCO in their titles can be searched simultaneously.  Click on the Choose 
Databases link and select all of the databases that you would like to search.  The screen will display all of 
the special limiters for each specific database.   
 
Dental Hygiene-Related EBSCO Databases: Academic Search Complete 
      Alt-HealthWatch 
      CINAHL 
      Health Source: Consumer Edition 
      Health Source: Nursing/Academic Edition 



Conducting this search using the PubMed search engine  
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Viewing and accessing articles from PubMed 
 

 
 
Important things to remember when using PubMed or any library database: 
 

1. Access the database from the library’s homepage (http://library.pacific.edu).  This will help in 
authenticating you as a Pacific affiliate. 

2. If you do not see any links for full text, record the citation and check the library’s CitationLinker, the fourth 
tab on this page (http://sfx3.pacific.edu:9003/pacificsfx/az). 

3. If we do not have it in electronic format, check to see if we have it in print.  Check in the library’s catalog 
(http://pacificat.pacific.edu/). 

4. If we do not have print or electronic access, complete an interlibrary loan form at 
(https://pacific.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/Logon.html).   

Limited by date 
range, humans, and 
language. 

Mouse over the abbreviated title 
and the full title will appear. 

Related 
articles 

Access the full-
text article here. 

Search statement that 
includes the Boolean 
operators AND and OR. 

Patient Drug 
Information 
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